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Amendments to the Claims : 
This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1-10. (Canceled) 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A method for using a computer system, operating on a 
communications network compris ing one or more central nodes commimicabl v coupled to a 
plurality of user nodes corresponding to one or both of buyers and sellers, to facilitate a 
transaction between a seller and at least one buyer, the method performed bv a computer system 
at a central node comprising: 

Hosting an electronic ma rketplace having an operablv coupled transaction processor for 
processing transactions between buyers and sellers: 

Operating the electroni c marketplace under a legal framework that imposes requirements 
on sellers of items, t he legal framework including requirements that an item posted for sale is 
available for physical and legal ownership transfer to a buyer and that the seller is legally 
required to convey ph ysical and legal ownership of the item if the buyer meets one or more 
seller-specified conditions of sale including a sale price; 

receiving at th e computer a binding off e r to coll on it e m whioh includ e s a binding solo 
pwe information from a seller corresponding to an item to be sold, the received information 
including a data record corresponding to the item to be sold, the data record including a 
description of the item to be sold, a sale price for the item, and a header including seller-specific 
identification information, the recei ved data record representing a binding offer bv the seller to 
sell the item : 
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verifying authenticity o f the received data record based at least in part on the received 
seller-spe cific identification information: 

if the received data record is successfully authenticated: 
£i} outputting the binding offer to sell to a plurality of potential buyers; mA 
£ii) receiving acceptance of said binding offer to sell said item from at least one buyer, 
said buyer tendering acceptance by providing payment informatio n, said acceptance giving rise 
to a legal obligation by the seller to convey physical and legal ownership to said buver: 
(iiO tempo rarily locking the data record corresponding to the item; 

(iv) processing the purch ase transaction using the buyer's provided payment information 
and the transaction pr ocessor operablv coupled to the electronic marketplace: and 

(v) unlocking and updat ing the data record corresponding to the item to indicate 
ownership of the item bv the buver . 

1 2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 1 further comprising: 
detecting that a data record for the item is locked: and 

rejecting another acceptance of the binding offer by a second buyer while processing 
acceptance from and payment by the first buyer is pending. 

13. (Canceled) 

1 4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the received payment 
infonnation comprises information identifying an account maintained by or on behalf of an 
entity operating the computer system . 

1 5. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the received payment 
information identifies a credit card account. 

1 6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 further comprising: 
notifying the seller of the acceptance of the binding offer to sell the item. 
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17. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 16 further comprising: 
withholding payment from the seller until delivery to the buyer is assured. 

18. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 16 further comprising; 
processing the payment information to collect funds for the item; 
deducting a predetermined commission for sale of the item; and 
transferring a remainder of the funds to the seller as payment for the item. 

19. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 16 further comprising; 
processing the payment information to collect funds in payment for the item; 
depositing the funds into an escrow account; and 

withholding payment of the funds in the escrow account to the seller until delivery to the 
buyer is assured. 

20. (Previously Presented) The method of claim H further comprising; 
requiring performance by the seller of terms and conditions associated with the binding 

offer to sell before providing payment to the seller. 

21-80, (Canceled) 

8 1 , (Currently Amended) A method for using a computer system operating on a 
communications network compri sing one or more central nodes coT nmunicah ly coupled to a 
plurality of user nodes corresponding to one or both of buyers and sellers, to facilitate a 
transaction between a seller and at least one buyer, the method performed by the a computer 
System at a central node comprising: 

hosting an electronic marketplace h aving an operablv coupled transaction processor for 
processi ng transactions between buyers and sellers; 
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operating the electronic marketplace under a legal framework that imposes requirements 
on sellers of items, t he legal framework including requirements that an item posted for sale is 
available for physical and legal ownership transfer to a buyer and that the seller is legally 
required to convey p hysical and legal ownership of the item if the buyer meets one or more 
seller-specified conditions of sale including a sale price: 

receiving i nformation from a seller corresponding to an item to be sold, the received 
informati on including a data record corresponding to the item to be sold, the data record 
including a description of the item to be sold, a sale price for the item, and a header including 
seller-spec ific identification information, the received data record representing a binding offer bv 
the seller to sell the item: 

verifying au thenticity of the received data record based at least in part on the received 
seller-specific identification information: 

jfthe received data record is successfully authenticated: 

£Q presenting to a plurality of potential buyers a the seller's b inding offer to sell aft the 
item, the presented binding offer to sell including at least a binding offer price; aad 

£ii) receiving from at least one buyer a binding acceptance of the binding offer, the 
received binding acceptance including payment information sufficient to authorize payment of 
the offer price to a third-part y, said acceptance giving rise to a legal obligation bv the seller to 
convey physical and legal ownership to said buyer, . 

(iii> tempo rarily locking the data record corresponding to the item: 

(iv) processing the purc hase transaction using the received payment information and the 
transaction processor o perablv coupled to the electronic marketplace: and 

(v) unlocking and updating the data record corresponding to the item to indicate 
ownership of the item bv the buyer . 

82. (Canceled) 

83 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 8 1 wherein the payment information 
sufficient to enable payment to the third-party comprises at least an account identifier, the 
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possession of which provides authorization to debit the identified account by a predetermined 
amount. 

* 

84. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 81 further comprising using the 
received payment information to enable a transaction fee to be paid to the third-party. 

85. (Previously Presented) The method of claim S4 wherein the transaction fee is 
independent of the binding offer price. 

86. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 84 wherein the transaction fee is 
related to the binding offer price. 

87. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 86 wherein the transaction fee is a 
percentage of the binding offer price. 

88. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 8 1 wherein the third-party is an entity 
by whom, or on whose behalf; the computer system at the central node is operated. 

89. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 81 wherein the third-party is 
independent of the seller. 

90. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 8 1 further comprising receiving, by 
the third party, payment €era from the buyer using the received payment information. 

9 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 90 further comprising providing 
payment from the third-party to the seller. 



92. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 81 further comprising charging the 
seller a transaction fee. 
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93 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 8 1 further comprising keeping the 
buyers received payment information confidential from the seller. 

94. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 81 further comprising selectively 
allowing the buyer to take delivery of the item or to post the item for re-sale. 

95. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 94 wherein, if the buyer elects to 
post the item for re-sale, the third-party maintains possession of the item pending the re-sale. 

96. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 94 wherein posting the item for re- 
sale comprises offering the item for auction. 

97. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 94 wherein posting the item for re- 
sale comprises making another binding offer to sell the item. 

98. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 81 further comprising allowing the 
buyer to post the item for re-sale or auction without taking delivery of the item. 

99. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 98 further comprising receiving 
from the buyer a new offer price or a reserve price. 

100. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 98 further comprising posting the 
item for re-sale or auction. 



101-102. (Canceled) 
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103. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 81 further comprising, prior to 
presenting the binding offer to the plurality of potential buyers, receiving from the seller an 
identifier associated with the item for sale. 

104. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 103 further comprising using the 
received identifier as an index into a database to retrieve a data record descriptive of the item. 

105. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 04 wherein the data record was 
previously created based on a prior transaction, 

1 06. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 03 wherein the database was 
developed in a first instance by an entity independent of the third-party. 



107. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 103 wherein the database is 
maintained by the third-party based on transactions facilitated by the computer system. 

108. (Currently Amended) A method for using a computer syste m, operating on a 
communications network comprising o n e or more central nodes CQmmunicablv coupled to a 
plurality of user nodes corresponding to one or both of buyers and seller , to facilitate a 
transaction between a seller and at least one buyer, the method performed by fee a computer 
system at a central node comprising: 

hosting an electronic marketplace having an oner ablv coupled transaction processor for 
processing transactions between buyers and sellers: 

operating the electronic marketplace under a l e gal framework that imposes requirements 
on sellers of items, the leral framework including requirements that an item posted for sale is 
av ailable for physical and legal own e r s hip transfer to a buyer and that the seller is legally 
rgfl uired to convey physical and legal owners h ip of the item if the bnver meets one or more 
seller-specified condit ions of sale including a sale price: 
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receiving information from a seller corresponding to an item to be sold, the received 
information including a data record corresponding to the item to be sold, the data record 
including a description of the item to be sold, a sale price for the item, and a header inchiHinpr 
seller-specific identification infor mation, the received data record representing a binding offer bv 
the seller to sell the item: 

verifying authenticity of the received data record based at least in part on the received 
seller-specific identification information: 

if the receiv ed data record is successfully authenticated: 

(i) presenting to a plurality of potential buyers a the seller's binding offer to sell <m the 
item, the presented binding offer to sell including at least a binding offer price; 

£iil receiving fiom at least one buyer a binding acceptance of the binding offer, the 
received binding acceptance including payment information sufficient to authorize payment of 
the offer price to a third-party, said accepta nce giving rise to a Iepal obligation bv the seller to 
convey p hysical and legal ownership to said buver : and 

(iii) temporarily lockin g the data record corresponding to the item: 

(iv) processing the purcha se transaction using the transaction processor operablv coupled 
to the electronic marketplace, said pr ocessin g including receiving payment for the item from the 
buyer by the third-party and making payment for the item from the third-party to the seller while 
maintaining the buyers payment information in confidence from the selle r: and 

<V> unlocking and updatin g the data record corresponding to the item to indicate 
ownership of the item bv the buyer . 

109. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 108 wherein the third-party 
comprises a trusted intermediary. 

1 10. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 108 wherein the third-party is 
independent of the buyer and of the seller. 
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111. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 108 further comprising charging by 
the third-party a transaction fee for handling the sale of the item. 

112. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 1 wherein the transaction fee is 
charged to the seller. 

113. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 1 wherein the transaction fee is 
independent of the offer price. 

1 1 4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 1 wherein the transaction fee is 
related to the offer price. 

115. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 14 wherein the transaction fee is a 
percentage of the sales price. 

1 16. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 108 further comprising allowing the 
buyer to post the item for re-sale or auction without taking delivery of the item, 

117. (Canceled) 

118. (Currently Amended) A method for using a computer syste m, operatine on a 
communications network comprisi ng one or more central nodes communicablv coupled to a 
plurality of user nodes correspo nding to one or both of buyers and sellers, to facilitate a 
transaction between a seller and at least one buyer, the method performed by fee a computer 
system at a central node comprising: 

hosting an electronic marketpla ce having an operablv coupled transaction processor for 
processi ng transactions between buyers and sellers: 

operating the electronic mark etplace under a legal framework that imposes requirements 
on sellers of items, the legal frame w ork including requirements that an item posted for sale is 
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available for physical and legal ownership transfer to a buyer and that the seller is legally 
required to convey physical and legal ownership of the item if the buyer meets one or more 
seller-specified con ditions of sale including a sale price: 

receiving information from a seller corresponding t o an item to be sold, the received 
information including a data record corresponding to the item to be sold, the data record 
including a description of the item to be sold, a sale price for the item, and a header including 
sell er-specific identification information, the received data record representing a binding offer by 
the seller to sell the item- 
verifying authenticity of the received data record based at least in part on the received 
seller-specific identification information: 

if the receive d data record is successfully authenticated ; 

£i) presenting to a plurality of potential buyers a the seller's binding offer to sell an item, 
the presented binding offer to sell including at least a binding offer price; 

£n) receiving from at least one buyer a binding acceptance of the binding offer, the 
received binding acceptance including payment information sufficient to authorize payment of 
the offer price to a third-part y, said acceptance giving rise to a legal obligation bv the seller to 
convey phy sical and legal ownership to said buyer: 

fiii) temporari ly locking the data record correspo nding to the it^rr 

fiv) processing the purch ase transaction using the transaction processor operablv coup led 
to the electronic marketplace 

(v) unlocking and updating the data record corresponding to the item to indicate 
ownership of the item bv the buver : and 

£vi) allowing the buyer to post the item for re-sale or auction without taking delivery of 
the item. 

1 19. (Currently Amended) A method for using a computer system , operating on a 
communications network compri sing one or more centra l nodes r-rnriT nunicably coupled to a 
plurality of user nodes correspondin g to one or both of buyers and sellers, to facilitate a 
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transaction between a seller and at least one buyer, the method performed by the a computer 
system at a central node comprising: 

hosting an electronic mar ketplace having an operablv coupled transaction processor for 
processing transactions between buyers and sellers: 

operating the electronic ma rketplace under a legal framework feat imposes requirements 
on sellers of items, the legal frame work including requirements that an item posted for sale is 
available for physical a nd legal ownership transfer to a buver and that the seller is leg ally 
required to convey physical and legal ownership of the item if the buyer meets one or more 
seller-specified conditions of sale including a sale price: 

receiving information fr om a seller corresponding to an item to be so!d> the received 
information including a data reco rd corresponding to the item to be sold the data record 
including a descriptio n of the item to be sold a sale price for the item, and a header including 
seller-specific identification inf ormation, the received data record representing a binding offer bv 
the seller to sell the item: 

verifying aut henticity of the received data record based at least in part on the received 
seller-specific identification information: 

if the received data record is successfully authenticated: 

£i) presenting to a plurality of potential buyers a the seller's binding offer to sell as the 
item, the presented binding offer to sell including at least a binding offer price; aad 

£ii) receiving from at least one buyer a binding counteroffer for the item, the binding 
counteroffer including at least a binding counteroffer price for the item, the received binding 
counteroffer including payment information sufficient to authorize payment of the counteroffer 
price; 

(iii) receiving from the seller an indication of acceptance or non-acceptance of the 
buyer's counteroffer, s aid acceptance giving rise to a legal obligation bv the seller to convey 
physical and legal ow nership to said buver: and 

fiv) if the seller accepts the buyer's counter offer, then temporarily locking the data record 
corresponding to the item, processin g the purchase transaction at the counteroffer price using the 



PAGE 14/57 1 RCVD AT 1114/2005 7:22:41 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 9 SVR:USPTO€FXRF-6/28 1 DNIS:2738300 1 CSID:1 858 678 5099 ■ DURATION (mm-ss):2048 



11/04/2005 16:28 FAX 1 858 678 5099 FISH AND RICHARDSON 



(gl 015/057 



Applicant : Thomas G. Woolston Attorney's Docket No.: 13466-002001 

Serial No. : 09/166,779 
Filed : October 6, 1998 
Page : 13 of 24 

transaction processor onerablv cou pled to the electronic marketplace, unlocking the data record 
corresponding to the item, and updating the data record to indicate ownership by the buyer . 

1 20. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 9 wherein the binding 
counteroffer is subject to an expiration date. 

1 2 L (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 20 wherein the buyer specifies the 
expiration date. 

122. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 119 wherein the buyer's counteroffer 
is received by a third-party which that notifies the seller of the counteroffer's oxiotonoo existence . 

123. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 119 wherein the seller may elect to 
accept or reject the binding counteroffer. 

124. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 1 9 wherein the computer system at 
the central node is operated by or on behalf of a third-party that is independent of the seller and 
the buyer. 

125 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 24 wherein the third-party 
comprises a trusted intermediary, 

126. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 124 wherein the third-party 
maintains the buyer's payment information in confidence from the seller. 

127. (Canceled) 

128. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 437 H9 wherein payment of the 
counteroffer price is made directly from the buyer to the seller. 
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129. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 427 119 wherein payment of the 
counteroffer price is made indirectly from the buyer to the seller through a third-party. 

130. (New) The method of claim 1 1 further comprising policing the electronic 
marketplace to selectively revoke access to the electronic marketplace by misbehaving users. 

131. (New) The method of claim 130 further comprising revoking access to the 
electronic marketplace by a seller that has failed to comply with one or more requirements of the 
legal framework under which the electronic marketplace is operated. 

132. (New) The method of claim 1 30 further comprising revoking access to the 
electronic marketplace by an accepting buyer that has failed to provide payment information 
sufficient to facilitate payment for purchase of the item. 

133. (New) The method of claim 81 further comprising policing the electronic 
marketplace to selectively revoke access to the electronic marketplace by misbehaving users. 

134. (New) The method of claim 133 further comprising revoking access to the 
electronic marketplace by a seller that has failed to comply with one or more requirements of the 
legal framework under which the electronic marketplace is operated. 

135. (New) The method of claim 133 further comprising revoking access to the 
electronic marketplace by an accepting buyer that has failed to provide payment information 
sufficient to facilitate payment for purchase of the item. 

136. (New) The method of claim 108 further comprising policing the electronic 
marketplace to selectively revoke access to the electronic marketplace by misbehaving users. 
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137. (New) The method of claim 136 further comprising revoking access to the 
electronic marketplace by a seller that has failed to comply with one or more requirements of the 
legal framework under which the electronic marketplace is operated. 

138. (New) The method of claim 136 further comprising revoking access to the 
electronic marketplace by an accepting buyer that has foiled to provide payment information 
sufficient to facilitate payment for purchase of the item, 

139. (New) The method of claim 1 18 further comprising policing the electronic 
marketplace to selectively revoke access to the electronic marketplace by misbehaving users. 

140. (New) The method of claim 139 further comprising revoking access to the 
electronic marketplace by a seller that has failed to comply with one or more requirements of the 
legal framework under which the electronic marketplace is operated. 

141 . (New) The method of claim 139 further comprising revoking access to the 
electronic marketplace by an accepting buyer that has failed to provide payment information 
sufficient to facilitate payment for purchase of the item. 

142. (New) The method of claim 1 19 further comprising policing the electronic 
marketplace to selectively revoke access to the electronic marketplace by misbehaving users. 

143. (New) The method of claim 142 further comprising revoking access to the 
electronic marketplace by a seller that has failed to comply with one or more requirements of the 
legal framework under which the electronic marketplace is operated. 

144. (New) The method of claim 142 further comprising revoking access to the 
electronic marketplace by an accepting buyer that has failed to provide payment information 
sufficient to facilitate payment for purchase of the item. 
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